
CO-CATHEDRAL OF SAINT THERESA

December 8,  2019 Second Sunday of Advent
712 North School Street - Honolulu, Hawaii 96817

Walk with Me...
“If we can realize that everything is God’s gift how happy will our

hearts be!” -Pope Francis

Walking with Jesus
requires us to reach out
beyond our own interests.
It requires that we be
prayerful in our decision
making, intentional in our
actions and proportionate
in our giving.

        
The term “sacrificial
giving” does not simply
reflect the amount given.
Sacrificial gifts are
prayerful, planned and
proportionate, made with
the complete
understanding that all we
have, including our
financial resources, is only
ours to steward for the
benefit of others and to
proclaim the kingdom of
God.
 
When we understand that
walking with Jesus and
following his example is a
blessing, not a sacrifice,
we will truly be joyful
givers.

      
“For this you have been

called, because Christ also

suffered for you, leaving

you an example that you

should walk in his

footsteps.”

— (1 Peter 2:21)

We will greet and acknowledge the presence of those around us at Masses and other
parish events.
We will promote an inviting environment to increase parishioner participation in the life
of the parish.
We will foster a culture of encounter where the invested, the inquiring, and those on the
margin meet Christ.

We will welcome all to join us in the weekly Eucharistic Liturgy.
We will deepen our relationship with Christ through intentional times of prayer each day.
We will commit our time in the presence of the Lord in Adoration.

We will inspire faith by providing a variety of formation opportunities, so all can fully
participate in the life of the parish.
We will provide opportunities for our youth to encounter the Love of Christ and be
formed in the faith.
We will focus on all areas of discipleship for adults in our community to grow together

Our five-year Parish Pastoral Plan, which was finalized and sent out to all parishioners
towards the end of September 2019, spells out how are we going to live our Stewardship
way of life, our walk with Jesus.  It consists of the values that guide our community here at
the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa Parish. They are Hospitality, Prayer, Formation, and
Service. 
         

In some ways, we are already living out these values in our families.  Here at the CCST
community, we envision to articulate them in all areas of our community life more
profoundly and intentionally.  And so, in the spirit of this season of Advent, the season of
renewed attentiveness of Jesus' coming into our lives, let us bring these values before us to
ponder and allow them to enliven our advent journey.    
           

Hospitality. Jesus teaches that whenever we welcome one of the least of our brothers and
sisters, we welcome Christ himself (cf. Matt. 25:35).  We all seek to see the face of Christ in
one another.   We believe we encounter Christ in ourselves and every person that we meet.

            

Prayer & Liturgy. Prayer and the Sacraments dispose of our souls to receive God's
abundant graces, which are necessary to grow in holiness.  It is through prayer, especially
through the Eucharist, that we nurture our relationship with Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

            

Formation. We believe that formation is a formidable task, involving education of the heart.  
To know the "stewardship way of life," does not make one live a "stewardship way of life."   
Ongoing Catholic education is vital if we are to grow in our lives as stewards. CCST
envisions all her members to continue to be formed in the faith to understand the person of
Christ and His role in one's life.

We will share our personal relationship with Christ with those we meet.
We will make annual commitments to giving, praying, and serving to enrich our spiritual lives.
We will promote the prudent use of our financial resources both personally and as a parish.

Service. We commit to minister to the varied needs of our own parish family as well as the needs of the wider community
and church.  Just as the members of a family come together to help one of their own, we, as a parish family, serve those
who are hurting or in need, doubting or seeking salvation. We believe God provides us with every blessing; therefore, we
will care for and share the unique gifts God has given us.

We shall continue to walk with Jesus and accomplish this five-year Parish Pastoral Plan with the
support of your time, talent, and treasure, and especially to pray for our implementation task force.

Also, as you consider your financial support of our parish and its ministries, reflect on the mission God
has given you. How is your walk with Jesus refreshing you? How can you follow in his footsteps in a

tangible, impactful way? How can you contribute to the wholeness and holiness of our faith community?



Dear brothers and sisters,
       

I greet you with the words of St. Paul, "for whatever was written previously was written for our instruction, that by

endurance and by the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope" (Rom. 15:4).

SECOND SUNDAY OF

ADVENT: "HOPE"

REFLECTION

These words of St. Paul remind us of renewing our hope in God.  Hope is one of the theological virtues along with Faith

and Love by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ's

promises and relying not on our strength, but the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit.   It is a gift of God that keeps us

from discouragement, sustains us during times of abandonment, opens up our heart in expectation of eternal beatitude (cf.

CCC #1817-1818).

This Second Sunday of Advent, we are reminded about this hope. In the first reading, we notice that it was seemingly

improbable that a descendant of David could be the Messiah because most of the kings after him, except Hezekiah and

Josiah, who died young, became corrupt and weak-willed. The kingdom he established was in decadence and no longer

capable of giving life. The dynasty was likened to a dead stump. Yet, from the dead stump came about new life, Jesus, son

of David, Lord, and Messiah, as prophesied by Isaiah, "A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and his roots, a bud

shall blossom" (Isaiah 11:1). Noticing the experience of St. Paul in our second reading, it was also unlikely that Jews and

Gentiles could be reconciled, or that the immoral Gentiles could ever be saved. Yet, the mercy of God came the Gentiles

even

These mysterious ways of God profoundly remind us that God can and will save us and our times through his incredible

mercy in very unexpected and mysterious ways.   These call for the posture of attentiveness and receptivity to the surprising

ways of God. Our advent journey is a journey of renewing our hope, the gift of God. It is present in our midst. Hope is

Jesus that we celebrate and receive in the Eucharist. Yes, our hope is in Jesus, but good works must also accompany this

hope.  As St. Laurence Justinian says: "True and certain is that hope which is accompanied by good works. But if it goes

alone, it ought to be called presumption." Because of this hope, we are intentionally living out being good stewards of faith

in words and deed while joyfully looking forward to God's coming in our lives and the end of times. 

Consider doing this self-examination exercise this week-- on rekindling the gift of hope:

• Have a regular prayer time. Remember, hope is nourished in prayer (cf. CCC 1820). 

• Ask yourself: Is Jesus truly at the center of my life? Venerable Fulton Sheen said, "You will never be happy if your

happiness depends on solely getting what you want. Change the focus.  Get a new center.  Will what God wills, and your

joy no man shall take from you."  

• Look back to those moments where you were down and ask yourself what made you passed through those times and

look forward to God's unfolding of his grace upon your life and be thankful.

 

Fr. Manny Hewe

Yet, the mercy of God came even before it has come to most

of the Jews. St. Paul proclaims: "For I say that Christ became

a minister of the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, to

confirm the promises to the patriarchs, but so that the

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy" (Rom 15:8-9). In

the same unlikely manner, St. John's fiery words calling for a

decisive judgment of the coming Messiah in destroying

sinners —"burning the chaff with unquenchable fire"— was

fulfilled by God through an unfathomably different way (cf.

Matt 3:12). God's action destroyed sin and saved the sinners

by suffering and death of his only Begotten Son, our Lord

Jesus Christ. His victory came about by his death on the cross

and through his resurrection.

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-2,7-8,12-13,17;  
Rom 15:4-9; Matt 3:1-12



“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life.” —John 3:16

The dictionary defines the word mediocre as “average, ordinary, unexceptional, run-
of-the-mill”. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to see that there is more to
God’s plan than the ordinary business of day to day life. We are called to live each
day with Christ as our guide, following his example. Every intentional faith-centered
action we take, large or small, helps to build God’s kingdom here on earth. Pope
Francis reminds us that when we follow Christ, we are on the path to holiness.

Walking with Christ in prayer is a first critical step on our individual stewardship

journeys. Sacrificial giving of prayer challenges us to do more than attend weekend

liturgies. Faithful stewards set aside additional time to connect in prayer with God. It has

been said that time is our most valuable resource, our most precious gift. Surely, then, we

should make an intentional effort to return a significant portion of our time to the Lord in

prayer and spiritual reflection.
      

Walking with Christ in action requires that we mirror Christ in the way we interact with

those we know, and in how we serve those we may never meet. We are called to look

outward, treating all those we encounter with understanding, encouragement, mercy and

respect.
       

Walking with Christ in giving calls us to prayerfully examine our financial giving and

the impact that giving has as we seek to build the Body of Christ here on earth.

Sacrificial Giving

WALKWALK
withME..

“Do not be condemned to lead a

mediocre life: walk with

determination along the path of

holiness.” —Pope Francis

(5/6/2013)

Do I give from my “first fruits”, or merely from what is “left over”?

Can I increase my offering to my parish by 1% or more this year?

Is my gift prayerful, intentional and proportionate to my ability?

Sacrificial giving requires that we simply be honest with ourselves and with God.

Does our giving reflect trust in our God? Does our giving reflect a true dedication

to giving in proportion to our ability? We know that Christ made the ultimate

sacrifice, giving his life for us. What are we willing to give as we walk with him?
         

As I strive to walk with Jesus I consider these questions:

December 8 (Will be celebrated on December 9,
Monday, please see parish schedule)

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception,
Patroness of the United States of America

READ
"No sin would touch her, so that she would
be a fitting and worthy vessel of the Son of
God. The Immaculate Conception does not
refer to the virginal conception and the
birth of Christ, but rather to Mary's being
conceived without inheriting Original Sin."
(United States Catholic Catechism for
Adults, 142-143)
 
REFLECT
In the Gospel, we hear and reflect on Mary's

famous words to the angel Gabriel: "Behold, I am the
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to
your word." (Luke 2:38)
 
PRAY 
Pray with Pope Francis on this Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception.
 
ACT 
On this Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, a holy
day of obligation, attend Mass and pray the Hail Mary
before meals.

Reflection from USCCB

ME..with
Sacrificial Giving
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& FACULTY MEMBERS

Website: www.sts-hi.org

Office Phone No: (808) 536-4703

SAINT THERESA
SCHOOL CONTACT

INFORMATION

St.TheresaSchool@Beavers808 

Sttheresaschool808

Conception (Bernie) Gora
Principal
     

Lauren Sayapheth
Vice Principal / Third Grade Teacher
      

Roxanne Casiello
Executive Administrative Assistant
     

Lenie Macadangdang
Librarian and Resource Teacher
      

Stephanie Ondayog
Admissions Clerk / Office Assistant
    

Maggie Collins
Preschool Director
     

Serena Vasconcellos
Preschool Aide
      

Maggie Herndon
Kindergarten Teacher
     

Lynette Seto
Kindergarten Aide
     

Marvin Macadangdang
1st Grade Teacher
     

Tiana Kalahiki-Bartolome
2nd Grade Teacher
      

Alyssa Manipon
2nd Grade Teacher
      

Francine Fontanilla
First and Second Grade Teacher's
Assistant & K-5 Health Teacher
     

Denise Alcala
4th Grade Teacher
      

Lamont Bankston
Middle School Technology Teacher / IT
       

Sister Ana de la Cruz 
Religion Teacher
       

Marylee Mafua
Middle School Science Teacher
     

Carolyn Buted
School Counselor, 6th Grade Study
Skills Teacher, 7-8th Grade Health
Teacher
    

Faith Leasiolagi
Middle School Language Arts Teacher
   

Laura Gabriel
Physical Education Teacher

SOCIAL MINISTRY

Just a friendly reminder to please bring your unwrapped gift/s no

later than Sunday, December 15. Mahalo for your generosity. May

God bless you and keep you this Advent.

Gifts collected from the Giving Tree will be distributed through

Catholic Charities Children & Family Service and the Kaka’ako

Next Step Shelter. For further information, please call the Parish

Office @ 521-1700 or Julie @ 351-6212.

http://www.sts-hi.org/


Parish Savings with the Diocese, as of Oct. 31, 2019                                        $        911.93

Outstanding Parish Loan with the Diocese, as of Oct. 31, 2019                        $ 458,105.89 

Interest on Parish Loan, for the month of October 2019                                    $     1,937.15

Please consider the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa in your planned gifts (bequests in a
will, charitable gift annuities, trusts, insurance and gifts of appreciated stocks).

These important gifts will ensure that our lives will touch the lives that come after
us to build the faith for generations to come. Mahalo for your generosity.

All are invited for our monthly Lectio

Divina, this coming Wednesday, December

11, 7:15 pm at the Pastoral Center. This

month's theme is "Advent: What are You

Waiting For?"  Bring your Bible and a

friend!

Students preparing for final exams

Students graduating this winter

College students returning home for the holidays

Those spending the holidays away from home

Young parents

Anyone struggling with loneliness or anxiety

Peace in the world

Your personal intentions

3 Minutes a Day: The Young Adult Ministry

invites you to join us in offering 3 minutes each

day this Advent (Dec. 1-24) to pray for:

Offering for November 25 - December 1, 2019

ONLINE GIVING

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

For more info pls email

Ashley at

ccstyam@gmail.com.



 Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa of the Child Jesus 
712 North School Street Honolulu, HI 96817 

Phone: (808) 521-1700  Facsimile: (808) 599-3629 

              

 

 
 
 

SCHEDULE ACTIVITIES  
FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2019  

 

DATE TIME ACTIVITY DETAILS 
Dec. 9 
Monday 

6:30 am; 8:00 
am & 7:00 pm  
 

5:00 pm  

Mass- Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception 
 

VHM Mass 
 

Presider: Fr. Manny  
 
Presider: Fr. Dominic 

Dec. 12 
Thursday 

6:30 pm – 
8:30 pm  

Parish Advent Retreat Retreat Speaker/Facilitator:  
Fr. Manny Hewe 
 

Dec. 13 
Friday 

6:00 pm – 
8:30 pm 

Parish Advent Penance 
Service 

Fr. Manny and Invited Priest  
6:00 pm -  Holy Hour 
7:00 pm – Confession 
 

Dec. 
16-24 

5:00 am Misa De Gallo Fr. Manny and Invited Priest 
Fellowship  In-charge are assigned 
 

Dec. 24 

Tuesday 

5:00 pm   

7:00 pm  
11:30 pm  

Christmas Vigil Mass  

VHM Vigil Mass 
Midnight Mass 

Presider: Fr. Manny 

Presider: Fr. Dominic  
Presider: Fr. Manny  
11:00 pm – Carolling c/o Music 

Ministry 

 

Dec. 25 
Wed 

8:00 am  
10:30 am  
1:00 pm  

Christmas Day Mass 
Christmas Day Mass 
VHM Christmas Day Mass 

Presider: Fr. Manny 
Presider: Bishop Larry 
Presider: Fr. Dominic  
 

Dec. 31 
Monday  

6:30 am 
 
 

5:30 pm  
7:00 pm  

Daily Mass 
 
Solemnity of Mary Mother of 
God 

VHM Community   Vigil 
Mass  
Vigil Mass 
 

 
 
 

Presider: Fr. Dominic 
Presider: Fr. Manny 

Jan.1  
Tuesday  

9:00 am   
 
1:00 pm  

Mass - Solemnity of Mary 
Mother of God 
VHM Mass  

Presider: Fr. Manny  
 
Presider: Fr. Dominic 
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THURSDAY

MONDAY PARISH CONTACT
INFORMATION:

Fr. Manuel Hewe
Pastor
      

Fr. Dominic Nguyen
VHM Chaplain
      

Sr. Mercedita Estrella, SPC
Dir. of Religious Education & Pastoral
Associate
      

Deacon Raffy Mendoza
Business & Office Manager
       

Bernie Gora
Director of Music
      

Faith and Alofa Leasiolagi
Interim Dir. of Youth Ministry
      

Pinky Mendoza
Social Ministry Director, Marriage & Family
Ministry Coordinator
       

Teresa Jacobs
Office Secretary
       

Anthony Navor
Facilities and Maintenance Manager
       

Angelica Dabu
Communications Coordinator
       

Francis Leasiolagi
Deacon
       

Anthony Nguyen
VHM Deacon
      

Fr. Moses Akebule
In Residence

6:15 am - Mass
8:00 am - Mass
10:30 am - Mass
3:30 pm - VHM Mass
6:00 pm - Mass

TUESDAY

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary

Gn 3:9-15, 20. Eph 1:3-6, 11-12, Lk 1:26-38

6:30 am - Daily Mass
8:00 am - STS Confessions
6:00 pm - OLPH Novena
6:15 pm - Eucharistic Adoration
6:15 pm - Confession

FRIDAY

SUNDAY
Third Sunday of Advent

Hunger Awareness Weekend
Is 35:1-6a, 10, Jas 5:7-10, Mt 11:2-11

SATURDAY

WEDNESDAY

DEC.  9,  2019

DEC.  15,  2019

DEC.  14,  2019

DEC.  13,  2019

DEC.  12,  2019

DEC.  11,  2019

DEC.  10,  2019

6:30 am - Daily Mass Immaculate
  Conception

8:00 am - Immaculate Conception Mass
5:30 pm - VHM Mass
7:00 pm - Immaculate Conception Mass

Is 40:1-11, Mt 18:12-14

Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, Priest
and Doctor of the Church

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11, Mt 17:9a, 10-13
or 1 Cor 2:1-10a, Lk 14:25-33

Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Is 48:17-19, Mt 11:16-19 or

2 Cor 10:17B-11:2, Mt 25:1-13

Is 40:25-31, Mt 11:28-30

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zec 2:14-17, Lk 1:26-38 or

Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab, Lk 1:39-47

6:30 am - Daily Mass
8:00 am - STS practice inside the church
9:15 am - STS Confessions
5:30 pm - VHM Mass

6:30 am - Daily Mass
3:00 pm - Wedding Rehearsal
6:30 pm - Parish Advent Retreat

8:00 am - Daily Mass
10:00-11:00 am - Funeral Meeting
6:00 pm - Parish Advent Penance Service

  8:00 am - Daily Mass
  8:30-11:30 am - Parish clean-up
 12:00-3:00 pm - Wedding
  3:30 pm - First Confession
  5:00 pm - Vigil Mass w/ Confirmation
  7:00 pm - VHM Vigil Mass

Infant Baptism - contact our office at least one month before
Anointing of the Sick / Sick Calls - please notify the Parish Office for

Matrimony - Contact our office ten months in advance
Blessings (house, vehicle, religious items)
Funerals
Vocation to the Priesthood or Religious or Diaconate School
Facilities Scheduling - use of the Parish & School facilities must be
schedules through the Parish Office 

visits / Communion calls / Holy Communion for the sick & the home
bound

PARISH STAFF

SACRAMENTS, RITES & APPOINTMENTS
Contact our parish office for more information or for scheduling
an appointment:

"How lovely is Your

dwelling place, O

Lord God of Hosts."

Psalm 84:1
Phone: (808) 521-1700

Fax:     (808) 599-3629

Email:_cocathedraloffice
            @rcchawaii.org

@hicocathedral
#hicocathedral

PARISH
REGISTRATION
If you are interested in

registering in our Parish or

would like more information

please contact the Parish

office or visit our website for

more information.

Holy Rosary - Before daily
Mass & 6:15 am Sun. Mass

    

Religious Education -
Sundays  9:15am-10:15am

     

Youth Night - Sundays
7:00pm

    

Legion of Mary - Tuesdays
6:00pm

    

Young Adult Night - Ages
18-34, Wednesdays 7:15pm

    

Mother of Perpetual
Help - Wednesdays 6:00pm

    

Lectio Divina - 2nd
Wednesdays 7:00pm

PRAYERS
and FAITH

FORMATION

Website: www.cocathedral
.org

"Remember that NOTHING IS SMALL in the eyes of God. Do all that
you do with love." —Saint Therese of Lisiuex


