
Saint Theresa School
712 North School St. Honolulu, HI 96817

Beaver Bulletin
2nd Quarter – January 2019





A Word from Our Principal

Start to Finish

Most of you know that almost 3 years ago we began our  air 

conditioning project.  Before the air conditioning units could be installed, there were several 

steps that had to be taken as a standard process.  The electrical infrastructure of the school 

had to be upgraded. Thank you to electrical engineer Marcie Labasan, a parishioner of the 

Co-Cathedral for drafting the electrical plans for the upgrade. Thank you to electrical 

contractor, Orie Butac and his electrician employees for completing the electrical upgrade. 

Next a mechanical engineer had to draft the air conditioning plans for each classroom. Once 

the mechanical plans were done, the bidding process from various air conditioning vendors 

and installers began and the company with the best offer won the major task for completing 

this much needed project. Air Conditioning Concepts was the winning bidder. The air 

conditioning installation began during the winter break and the contractor has been working 

during after school hours to complete the project. 

As of today, our air conditioning project is just about done.  None of this would have been 

possible without your support. The school still owes $30,000 toward this project. And I 

know with your continued support we will be able to raise the funds needed to pay the 

balance owed on this A/C project.

Bernie Gora

Principal
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What’s Shakin!!
Ms. Buted- Study Skills, Health, Counselor

This quarter, the students in the 6th grade 

learned the importance of organizing.  

From organizing their papers, their 

space, and their time.

The students in the 7th grade learned how 

to read and understand nutritional labels.  

During their quarter project, the students were able to take their favorite fast 

food dish and recreate it into a healthier version.  The students learned how 

easy and fun it is to make their favorite food in the comfort of their own home 

using healthier ingredients.

The students in the 8th grade learned about drugs and the affects it has on their 

health.  For their quarter project, the students worked in groups to conduct 

research on the drug that they picked.  Together, they created a google 

presentation that educates and discourages the use of drug to themselves and 

their peers. 



Mmmmmm… MUSIC!!!
Mrs. Fay Pabo – Room 105

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means 

“God is with us.” – Matthew 1:23

“Waiting for a King”… “Prophets Knew” the “Christmas News” of this “Wonderful 

Counselor” and this “Mary’s Little Boy Child” was born on that “Silent Night”... “O Holy 

Night” and  “Away in the Manger” with “The Friendly Beasts” … “We Adore” this “The 

First Noel”… And, come they told him, “The Little Drummer Boy.” 

On the evening of December 7, 2018, Students

of St. Theresa School gathered together for the

annual Advent-Christmas program in our

beautiful Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa Church.

Students from Preschool to Grade 8 were all

smiles and excited to showcase their gifts of

music and song through voice and various

instruments. In the 2nd Quarter our students

focused on vocal singing, ukulele and guitar.

We are blessed and very proud to have our

students share their beautiful gifts from God!



Grade News!!
Mrs. Gabriel’s Physical Education Class

Q2 – Continuation of personal 

strength and teamwork. Classes 

ranged from swim lessons, physical 

calisthenics, basketball skills, team 

building games and group jump rope 

projects. Middle School students are 

also encourage to work on personal 

goals.

Q3 – PE & Athletic

Fundraisers Sign up 

now on line.

• Kid’s Challenge

• Keiki Great Aloha 

Run

• Keiki Rainbow 

Run



Preschool
Ms. Magdalena Collins & Ms. Wendy LimPut your 

Picture 
Here

Aloha Families & Friends! It has been an 

eventful 2nd quarter and a fun and busy 

holiday season! Thank you to all our families 

for the many generous gifts and yummy treats! 

We are so blessed to have you in our 

Preschool Ohana!

The preschoolers have been very busy with 

lots of school activities and performances with 

the holidays. They were wonderful at their 

Christmas program and Family Celebration 

performances. We certainly enjoy their 

singing each day and are so happy to share 

that with our families.

We had some memorable field trips as well. In 

November we got to see a play Mary Poppins! 

The student performers were awesome and so 

talented! Our little ones certainly enjoyed it! 

In December we visited the Hawaii State 

Library and Honolulu Hale. They learned 

about libraries and had a chance to see the 

many beautiful Christmas decorations at 

Honolulu Hale. We took some great class 

photos!

Music & Drama class with Mrs. Pabo

continues to be a favorite time of the week. 

They enjoy singing and dancing to the beat! 

This quarter they began their unit on Drama. 

They are learning about stories and characters. 

In P.E. with Mrs. Gabriel, our preschoolers 

continued to work on their listening skills as 

well as their Gross Motor Development. They 

worked on lots of jumping and balancing 

activities. They are really growing in their 

hand eye coordination and following 

directions. They love their PE classes and 

enjoy learning through play and experiencing 

many activities both indoors and outdoors. 

In January we began our unit on the Human 

Body. Our preschoolers are learning about the 

many different organs in our bodies and what 

they do and how we can take care of 

ourselves. 

It is so exciting to see our preschoolers learn 

and grow as the months go by. It is hard to 

believe I only have a few more months with 

them before they go on to Kindergarten.

Thank you to our amazing families for 

choosing St. Theresa School Preschool and 

allowing us this wonderful opportunity to be a 

part of your child’s education. We are so very 

blessed to have you! God is Good! All The 

Time! All the Time, God is Good! 



IT WAS THE MOST WONDERFUL 

TIME OF THE YEAR!
Mrs. Herndon and Mrs. Seto

Kindergarten*Homeroom 102

Can you believe it?????  2019!!!!!

Our Kindergarten class finished the 

year so beautifully!!!

Our month of November began by 

celebrating our Saints and honoring 

them during a whole day full of fun 

and activities  We finished the month 

giving thanks to God for all the 

blessings that we receive each day.

Can you see how happy we look  

wearing our turkey hats?

In December we took a nice field trip 

to admire the Honolulu Hale’s 

Christmas Lights and went to the State 

Library to share story time with our 

fantastic preschoolers.

What a way to end 2018!!!!!



First Grade News
Mr. Macadangdang Room 103

Each child created a
nativity crèche and
prepared a soft
manger for Baby
Jesus by offering
straws which
symbolized their acts
of love and good
deeds toward each
other.
A writing activity
centered on preparing
their hearts for
Christmas. Each
child shared ideas
such as helping
parents at home,
taking care of
brothers and sisters,
sharing food and
outgrown clothing
with the poor, and
practicing politeness
and good manners at
home and at school.
Father Greg blessed
their nativity crèches.

The children made Advent

wreaths and sang Candle,

candle, burning bright… as

they prepared their hearts for

Christmas.

In learning about the sacrament

of Baptism, the children role

played the baptismal rite.

To help the elderly at Maluhia
celebrate Thanksgiving, we
wrote inspirational messages and
made turkey baskets. At
Christmas, the children created
Ojo de Dios, colorful yarn
weavings, which will hang as
ornaments on their trees at
home.

Advent was truly a time of giving and sharing. We look

forward to a new year of growth and enrichment .

Come, Lord Jesus Come!  First Graders celebrated 

Advent and joyfully awaited Jesus’ birthday.



Superhero 2nd quarter News!
Ms. Kalahiki, Room 101, Grade 2 

Happy new year! It has been busy these last few months in 

homeroom 101. Both second grade classes worked together

for the Halloween Family night back in October. Parent 

support was awesome! ☺We also worked together to create red ribbons for 

red ribbon/drug free week. In our homeroom, students participated in the 

class spelling bee. The top 5 students were Brianna, Destinee, Andrea, Lea, 

and Dylan! 

Homeroom 101 also visited Liliha Health Care Center and sang Christmas 

carols to the residents. They were delighted to hear their sweet voices as 

well as deliver the socks that STS collected. In this next quarter, they are 

looking forward to many field trips while learning and growing more! 



Second Grade STEM
Ms. Manipon // Room 104

Teachers 
Photo

In the 2nd quarter, Room 104 has been working hard on their problem solving 

skills. For a chunk of the quarter, they were working on a Science Technology 

Engineering Math (STEM) activity. We read the short story about the Gingerbread 

Man and how no one could catch him. The problem I posed to them was "can we 

create a trap that can capture the gingerbread man?"

I introduced the components of STEM to them: plan, design, build, test, and 

reflection. They learned about what the engineering process is and that they can 

always change their designs/blueprints later if something doesn't work out. They had 

three to four days to build their trap and use common house hold items such as straws 

and string. They were also provided tape, playdough, and popsicle sticks. At the end 

of building, students had to test their trap to see if the gingerbread man would 

fit. They completed this STEM project with a reflection, answering questions such as 

did their trap work, what changes did they need to make, and what they learned from 

this STEM project. They enjoyed this gingerbread man trap building and are excited 

to work on more STEM assignments!



Exploring in the 3rd Grade
Mrs. Lauren Sayapheth Room 3A

2nd quarter was so full of fun, activities, and learning! We’re

halfway through the year with lots more in store for us!

We finished our 5 

week swimming 

program with 

Hawaii Aquatics 

and celebrated our 

success with 

receiving 

certificates! 

We learned 

about the 

history of 

Thanksgiving 

and explored 

several Native 

American 

tribes in Social 

Studies. 

We became creative 

thinkers, innovators, 

and problems solvers 

as we stepped into the 

STEM world and did 

some hands on 

learning. We used 

toothpicks and candy 

to build the tallest 

tower. Each group 

explored different 

strategies and needed 

to work together to 

succeed. 

Our advent journey helped us prepare

for the coming of Christ. We

celebrated his birth at the Christmas

program where we represented the

animals who were present for his

birth.

In math, we learned about

probability and used M&Ms to

discover probable outcomes. We

also started to learn different

strategies for multiplications and

are working on becoming

multiplication masters!

Lots of Love,

3rd Grade

Room 201



4th Grade News!!
Mrs. Alcala Homeroom 203

Fourth Grade has been very busy this quarter. In

honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe we put together a

small play and performed it in front of all the school. The students

did an amazing job! Our STEM Project this quarter involved the

students creating a toy out of recyclable materials. We also put our

writing portfolios together and saw how our writing skills

improved as well as our handwriting. Our class competed on a

door décor contest for Red Ribbon and Anti Bullying week and

won 2nd place. They also sang beautifully at our annual Christmas

Program.



Moving through 2nd quarter 
With 5th Grade!

Mr. Agtarap

Aloha! The journey for the fifth

grade class continues on through

the 2nd quarter of school. New

things were learned and class

habits started to form in our class.

In Social Studies, they started

their unit on The Age of

Exploration and learned about

different explorers.

In Math, the fifth graders learned

how to evaluate expressions and

solve for variables.

In Religion, the class learned

about the different choirs of

angels and hierarchy of creation.

In Science, they learned about

the different forms of matter,

mass and the different properties

of objects.

In Language Arts and Writing, the 

students learned about subjects and 

predicates and the different types of 

sentences. The students also wrote 

an essay on how they can make a 

change in the world.

The fifth grade students also 

performed “Little Drummer Boy” 

on the ukulele in the  Advent/ 

Christmas Program. Our class also 

completed their swim program at 

Palama Settlement. In the school 

spelling bee, Ferdinand Cardenas 

Jr. & Brianne Patoc represented 

grade 5. They competed against the 

middle school students. Although 

they did not win, they represented 

the fifth grade well. We are looking 

forward to what the second half of 

the year brings!



Sr. Ana de la Cruz SPC & 6-107

“ You are in 

our Thoughts 

and Prayers “

Thank You God for 

everything 

for family,  friends  and 

fun  -

But most of all

for  Jesus, 

my  Savior  and Your  

Son .

Amen!

”In Thanksgiving Day  - We are         
truly  grateful  to  God .“

” Christmas – Adoration to the
Child  Jesus in the Church. “

“ We start the year with prayer – full of 
hope, faith, trust and love to the  Lord .” 



Sensational in 6th Grade!!
Mr. Bankston – Homeroom 209

Greetings from Homeroom 209! The Second Semester has started 

out strong. We were the first class to have JPO duty in 2019.   In 

tech we started learning the Basic Principles of Robotics and we 

have split into teams and started our own Robot Construction. We 

will be working on a Virtual city using a program called 

ElectroCity. and we set up the brand new computers in the school 

computer Lab.



7th Grade
Homeroom 108 are Eager Beavers

Mrs. Sally Mejia

Welcome and Aloha to School Year 2018-2019!

The 7th grade students in 

homeroom 108 started a “Totally 

Awesome Math Class” this year. 

They always look forward to pop 

quizzes because it is time for a 

popcorn toast! 

On All Saints Day, the students did 

a presentation to our amazing 

preschoolers about the life of Saint 

Therese of Lisieux, our beloved 

patroness.

Before the end of the first quarter, our middle school students 

prepared for the groundbreaking of  the STS  Peace Garden. They started with an 

opening prayer asking for God’s blessings to guide them in the school wide 

Project Based Learning (PBL) curriculum. 



7th Grade
"The Right and Shining Way

Ms. Mestanova Room208

" I will send a fully armed battalion to remind 

you of my love! Da da da da da ya da.

King George, You’ll Be Back, Hamilton 

Musical

It did not take a fully armed battalion to excite the middle school 

students to put together and perform their own history inspired 

musical. Alexander Hamilton- the smash hit musical has been 

sweeping the nation, being not only the hardest and most 

expensive show to get into, but also a historical musical, 

inspiring students to love history and light the fire of learning in 

their minds. When the Hamilton Skit was proposed to our 

students as part of our Social Studies Project, many of the 

students already knew every word and note of this musical. It 

was a fun however for the Seven Grade students from Room 208 

to do more research, connect the musical to our learning material, 

complete the project, and be the first one to perform a piece from 

Hamilton in front of the whole school. It was a treat for all, the 

class project was a success…. and “we will be back” with more!



Science News!!
Mrs, Mafua Homeroom 205

Homeroom: The 8th grade class had the opportunity to do a service project before we went 

on to winter break. They shared their voices at Maluhia Nursing Home. The students sang 

during the morning Mass and later entertained the residents with some Christmas Carols. We 

also had two students share their gift of hula with the residents at Maluhia Nursing Home.

6th Grade Earth Science: The 6th

grade is starting to learn about how 

the Earth was formed and the 

different layers of the Earth.

7th Grade Life Science: The 7th grade 

has started on the unit of cells and the 

structures of cells. They are now 

jumping into how the cells transport 

materials in and out of the cell and will 

be moving on to cell division.

8th grade Physical Science: 8th grade completed their semester of Chemistry. They learned 

about Physical and Chemical Properties of substances. They also busted their brains right 

before break learning to balance chemical equation's.



ELA with Ms. Leasiolagi

Homeroom 207 * 2nd Quarter

Homeroom 207 is the dwelling of 

future authors, writers, poets, lovers 

of learning, and much more! This 

quarter, students were challenged 

with reading, comprehension, 

writing, and public speaking.

In the 6th grade, students were 

challenged to think critically about 

the world in which they live and

compare it to the utopian futuristic 

society presented in the novel, The 

Giver by Lois Lowry.

7th grade students were asked to 

ponder on the theme of "survival of 

the fittest" as they read, "The Call of 

the Wild" by Jack London.

8th grade students were challenged to 

defend their opinion on forgiveness, 

and pardon by expressing their 

thoughts on Benedict Arnold, traitor 

or not.

This Photo by Unknown author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-
ND.

http://readerswonderland.com/2015/05/review-the-giver-by-lois-lowry/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://chinese4kids.net/how-not-to-discourage-children-from-reading-chinese-books/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Technology Department
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