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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Greetings of grace-filled Season of Advent!
We are thankful for what the season of Advent provides. It intensifies our attentiveness. The word Advent is translated
from the Greek word "parousia", which means presence or arrival. In ancient times, this term is technically used to refer to
the arrival of a king who bestows his parousia to his subjects for a time. The word Advent itself reminds us of the coming of
the presence or the beginning of the presence (cf. Pope Benedict XVI, Dogma & Preaching).
The season of Advent awakens the spirit of renewing and intensifying our awareness of God's presence in time and
space in the person of Jesus. It is God's profound act of tenderness to humanity. As St. Paul proclaims, "when the fullness of
time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to ransom those under the law so that we might
receive adoption" (Gal. 4:4-5).
This beginning of God's presence in the person of Jesus is a gift that saves and draws us into the holiness of God. So,
we devote our attention and effort, both personal and community for this season so we will not forget, even for a minute, that
Jesus is our unseen guest of honor in every family meal, a silent listener to our conversations, a poor stranger we encounter
along the way, the source of our joy and hope.
In faith, here at the Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa community, Jesus' presence is celebrated, proclaimed, and witnessed
by those who are living the stewardship way of life, which becomes more profound when done with great joy and intentional.
The testimonies of the volunteers and data of parish financials on this quarterly report are living narratives of the stewardship
way of life of the parish. They speak about the offering of time, talent, and treasure of those who come to worship at CCST,
which I am very thankful with. It is noticeable that the parish is operating on tight funds. I hope that with your support and
prayer, our funds will increase in due time along with the other areas of stewardship to build up the CCST community as a
vibrant parish and to enable us to fulfill her mission.
Let us make this Season of Advent a joyful renewal of our attentiveness to God's enduring and healing presence in
Jesus, now perpetually offered to us through the Sacraments of the Church, primarily through the Eucharist. Let us
continuously discover God's presence through our attentiveness to the needs of the poor in our midst as well as making Jesus'
presence tangible and perceptible by our act of tenderness to each member of our families, fellow parishioners, neighbors,
and those we encounter in our daily life.
May the blessings of God be with you always.

In Mary's Fiat, I remain

Fr. Manny Hewe
Pastor

The Parish Finance Council
My Life as a Steward
My name is Jamesner A. Dumlao.

I have been a parishioner since about 1983 and

graduated from Saint Theresa School in 1986. In 2012, I married my loving wife, Jennie S.
Dumlao.

We are the proud parents of two energetic and bright children that currently

attend Saint Theresa School, Anthony James (6) and Mary Teresa (5). I am a lawyer and
started my work experience for the highest appellate courts in our state, the Intermediate
Courts of Appeals and the Hawaii Supreme Court. I am currently serving as Vice President
and Deputy Bank Secrecy Act Officer at Central Pacific Bank.

As a parishioner since about 1983, I appreciate the opportunity to actively
participate in the Mass as a lector. We have all been blessed with particular gifts and
graces, and I find it particularly meaningful to serve our Pastor and our Parish Staff in
whatever role I can help. I have served as past School Board Chair and currently am a
member of the Parish Finance Council. Serving as a member of the Parish Finance
Council helps me to utilize my abilities and experience to give back to the Parish
Community that has given me so much.
God has blessed each of us with certain gifts and graces for a deeper purpose;
it is only through using these gifts and graces to further His purposes that we can truly
unlock His transformative power in our own lives. Community is the context that
imbues our individual lives with meaning, and I believe that we can only truly realize
our full potential by actively serving and giving back to our Community. To whom
much is given, much is expected. Our Parish Community can only be what God calls
it to be through the active involvement of the individuals that compose it.
Kindly reflect on everything that God has given you in your life and use your experiences and blessings
to further His purposes. Take action and be bold; God is calling you to be more! I humbly urge you to use the
instrument of Our Parish Community as a vehicle to answer His call to a life of service.

The
Council
advises
and assists
the pastor
in the
administration of the
temporal
goods of
the parish.

Members of the Parish Finance Council
Firmo Dayao

Ashley Labasan-Agcaoili

International Affairs Director,
Mayor’s Office of Economic
Development, City and County of
Honolulu

Lawyer, State of Hawaii

Felipe Tan

Francis Leasiolagi

Accountant, City and County of
Honolulu

Jamesner Dumlao

Lawyer, Vice President – Central Pacific
Bank

Deacon

St. Matthew's Ministry
St. Matthew’s Ministry is not just money counting work~~~~
I have been a parishioner of the Co-Cathedral for 14
years. It is a blessing to belong to a faith community
that, through its ministries, seeks to live as Christ taught
us.

As

part

of

St.

Matthew’s

Ministry,

I

have

the

privilege of being a steward of the assets and gifts that
you, our parishioners, entrust to us. You generously
share

your

treasure

with

the

Co-Cathedral

for

the

operations of the church, to provide care for those in
our parish, and to enable the various church ministries
to

reach

out

beyond

our

parish.

In

St.

Matthew’s

Ministry, we use our time and talents to enable the
church to use your treasure. Because of your generosity,
I have the opportunity to offer my time and talents to

Our volunteers – Suzan Santiago, Tessie Anno,
Judi Toguchi, Guy Lee, Mely Andaya, Cynthia
Ching, Mary Ann Chow, Angela Chock, Karen
Arelliano, Laurita Villanueva, Joyce Matsuo
(Coordinator)

help fulfill the mission of the church. Let us all continue
to show our gratitude for God’s many blessings through
our generous and joyful giving!

Personal reflections: We get a glimpse into a person’s life.
The tightly folded bill so we cannot see the amount donated,
the hastily written checks, the accumulated coins around the
house, small amounts, tithed amounts, huge amounts, and
even amounts mailed from parishioners who moved to the
mainland and continue to support CCST. Occasionally, we
find beautifully folded origami bills and laugh if the person did
it while the homily was going on. We see worn bills and
wonder if the person who gave them could be like the “widow
who gave her last coin”. The candle monies tell us when folks
are facing difficult times and praying for loved ones.

—Angela Chock
Our Monday morning prayer comes from
the Liturgy of the Hours, Week 1:

Lord, may everything we do
Begin with your inspiration
And continue with your help,
So that all our prayers and works
May begin in you
And by you be happily ended.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Quick notes from our volunteers~~~
Our “oldsters” cannot remember when they first began – was it Fr Gary’s time; Fr. Mike
Hill’s time?

Their volunteering began a long time ago when their kids attended STS and

continues today in St. Matthew’s Ministry. Why do you continue to come? “Volunteering
is rewarding—for love and for God.” And, I was asked and said “Here I am Lord!”
From our “youngsters” – Fr. William asked me years ago and I said “Not now!”
2015, I could say “Now.”

God speaks through us in everyday situations.

In

At Longs,

“Hey, if you can make it, come see what we do.”

WHEN YOU HEAR HIS CALL, CAN YOU SAY 'YES'?

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR:

JULY 1, 2018 - JUNE 30, 2019
CO-CATHEDRAL OF ST. THERESA

ST. THERESA SCHOOL

AS OF JUNE 30, 2018

PARISH SAVINGS WITH
THE DIOCESE:
PARISH LOAN TO
THE DIOCESE:

AS OF JUNE 30, 2019

$25,013

$908

$473,420

$456,169

IT IS ALL ABOUT YOUR HEART; EVERYTHING WE HAVE IS
A GIFT FROM GOD THAT WE ARE TO USE TO HELP OTHERS.

